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President’s Report 
Bradley Wheaton, Alumni Society President 
 

I am pleased to report on a very active and 
prosperous year for the Society. We have aimed to 
do more to bring alumni together, which is our 
primary objective.  
 
 

 
 

Brad Wheaton (2008 AGM) 

 
We have also worked on improving the connections 
between alumni and the other arms of the broader 
College community.  
 
As a result we have seen many positive steps 
forward from the cooperation with the principal, Mr 
Wayne Erickson, and his team, the Foundation and 
Council. This has helped the progress made this 
year.   
 
The highlights of which have been a new event for 
young alumni, a revitalised dinner and reunion, an 

increase to our scholarships and a successful careers 
event for alumni and students.  We have a growing 
number of Andrew‟s men and women becoming 
interested and more involved in College through the 
Society once again. Helping the Society become 
even more vibrant is easy - become a member and 
get your friends from College to do so as well. 
 
The Society has been driven by a dedicated 
committee who volunteer their time make all the 
newsletters, events and College merchandise happen 
and on behalf of the alumni I sincerely thank them 
on behalf of you all.  To note the major 
achievements of the year: 
 
Á The Society Dinner and Reunion attracting some 

175 guests with healthy showings from reunion 
years. Accompanied by her brother James on 
pipes, Isabella Macneil was the first college 
woman to perform „The Ode‟ at an Alumni 
event.  

Á Publishing the alumni newsletter, the “Society 
Record”, in October to inform Alumni of news 
from the St Andrew‟s community. 

Á Increasing the Society scholarships offered to 
$12,500 in total to five current students.  

Á Launching a new Society website  
Á Holding a Careers cocktail evening where the 

Society brought together alumni, careers experts 
and students for careers advice and employment 
opportunities. 

Á The sale of College merchandise such as ties, 
cufflinks and football jerseys with the assistance 
of the Students‟ Club. 

Á Donation of a $10,000 instalment of the $50,000 
pledge towards the new Carillon Avenue wing. 

Á Joint organisation of the annual Rugby match 
between the Society and the Students for the 
“Angus Jackson Cup”. 

Á The annual photographic competition for 
students for photographs on College life for use 
in College publications including this 
publication. 
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Annual General Meeting of the Society  
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society was 
held on 29 Nov 2008 where a new Society 
Committee was elected.  At the first meeting this 
year the Committee elected Stuart Niven (1984) as 
Vice President, Allison O'Brien (2002) as Honorary 
Secretary and Lucas Smith (2001) as Treasurer, with 
the remaining members bringing a balance of 
experience and exuberance. The 2009 St Andrew‟s 
College Alumni Society Committee, along with 
subcommittees is: 
 

President 

Bradley Wheaton (fr 1997) 

 

Finance Subcommittee  

Lucas Smith (fr 2001)  

Geoff Cohen (fr 1967) 

 

Communications Subcommittee  

Alex Rhydderch (sec) (fr 1994) 

Angus Taylor ( fr 1986) 

Simon Want (fr 1999) 

 

Student and Alumni Event Subcommittee  

Allison O‟Brien (sec) (fr 2002) 

Adam Casselden (fr 1990) 

Cam Ireland (fr 1995) 

Jessica Bryan (fr 2004) 

 

Membership and Membership Benefits 

Subcommittee  

Simon Want (sec) (fr 1999) 

Stuart Niven (fr 1984) 

Andrew Huckel (fr 1991) 

 
New Committee Members  
 
Ian Cox (fr 1984) stood down from the Committee 
and position as Treasurer at last year‟s AGM.  We 
sincerely thank him for his years of service and 
prudent management of the Society‟s finances.   
 
Simon Want (fr 1999) was elected to the Committee, 
he has been a active contributor to College as a 
student and in subsequent years and will be asset to 
the Society. 
 
Young Alumni Event 
The Society held an informal dinner and lawn bowls 
event on Saturday 2 May for young Alumni at the 

Paddington Bowling Club. The major goal of the 
event was to acquaint young alumni with the 
Society, many of whom had not had contact with the 
Society or College more broadly, since leaving 
College. The Society identified the need to 
reconnect alumni with College as an important part 
of achieving ongoing support for not only the 
activities of the Society but of the Foundation 
specifically, and College community as a whole. 
 
The event was well supported given the wet 
conditions with around 50 alumni in attendance and 
a good foundation established for future years. 
 
Professional Development Evening ï Careers 
Cocktails 25 August 
 
The Society hosted another successful careers 

evening on 25 August that was attended by approx. 

100 students and 30 alumni and friends. The event 

featured three panels of four- five speakers who 

gave a perspective on their careers and advice for 

students. Feedback from students was very positive 

with 38 registering interested in graduate roles made 

available through the alumni society. The Society 

plans further developing the concept of connecting 

employers and students. If you can assist with 

developing these links, or would be interest in 

offering advice at future Careers evenings please 

contact alumnisociety@standrewscollege.edu.au 

 
New Society Website and database 
The Society has launched a new website 
www.standrewscollegealumni.org.au with an 
electronic payment portal. There will be further 
improvements made to the site in coordination to an 
overhaul of the alumni database.  

 

Donation to new Carillon Wing  

The Society proudly supported this new 

development committing to a $50,000 contribution 

from its funds towards the new building, of which 

$40,000 of has been transferred with the remainder 

due by 2010. The Honorary Secretary of the 

Students‟ Club now resides in the “Alumni Society 

Room”. 

 

College 1
st
 XV vs the Old boys 

The annual Angus Jackson cup rugby fixture 

between the Students and Old boys was played on 

29 April, with the Students convincing winners. 
 

mailto:alumnisociety@standrewscollege.edu.au
http://www.standrewscollegealumni.org.au/
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Proposed increase in subscriptions 
 

After retaining subscriptions at the existing rates for the 

past five years and to help better fund the increasing 

range of activities of the Society, the St Andrew's Society 

Alumni Committee has decided to seek approval for an 

increase in our subscriptions to fund.  

 

The following resolution will be put to the members at 

the 2009 AGM: 

 

That the subscriptions payable for a membership of the 

Alumni Society be: 

 

 $45 for an annual membership 

 

 $395 for a ten year membership [with the 

Committee having the discretion to offer a 

discounted subscription of not less than $300 for  

recent alumni who wish to become a ten year 

member directly on leaving College.] 

 

 
Alumni who wish to become ten year members 

of the Society in advance of the proposed 
subscription increase may become ten year 

members by subscribing for a ten year 
membership (presently $300) before this year's 

AGM. 
 

www.standrewscollegealumni.org.au 
 

 

10 year members of the Society 
 

There are presently 180 voluntary ten year members of 

the Society whose names are listed below.  Most alumni 

since 2002 are also ten year members as a result of the 

caution money scheme introduced in 2002.  We thank ten 

year members for their confidence and generosity and we 

would encourage others to join them. 
 

1943 WJ Charlton 1945 RI Keir 1949 GH Bullock 

 

1950 F Fisher 1951 IS Dunlop, JH Elston 1952 BR Christie 

NG Japp, JK Mulholland, RD Macdonald 1953 PN McGuire 

TO Morgan, SW White AM 1955 P M Graham, PC Taylor 

1956 WS Findlay, WR Gibson,  P.Koch-Emmery, CAB Sharpe 

OAM 1957 AJ Johnson, P Kennedy 1958 IK Carling, EA 

Emmett, PA Gough, PJ Plaskitt, RW Sillar OAM PRC 

Wakeford 1959 C McC Anderson, NR Carson, ID Chalmers, 

JD Hudson RR Stitt QC, RD Wines 

 

1960 IB Dugan, GJ Garis PAAD Wilkinson 1961 JB Bruce, JK 

Hawkin, RFD AM, PC Moye, ADM Murray, KR Neale, Rj 

Glasson, C Sophonpanich 1962 MDI Burrows, JN Ditton 1963 

JW McLaren, HD Munro, RL Smith  1964 JJ Barkell, JR Daley 

PRA Gordon,  IC Howle, AM Kennedy, DG Low, IC 

McMicking,  RM Richmond-Smith, GA Wise 1965 PK 

Brownlie, DTC Cohen J Granger, AJ Halliday, OI Morgan, 

MH Northcott, JR Trowbridge, AK Quist1966 DW Anstice, JC 

Campbell JA Dunston, Hancock D, JL Horseman, GM 

Needman, FL Shilling, TMF Yim 1967 TJ Atkins, GLA 

Cohen, PR Druce, RV Gazzard, GB McWilliam 1968 SA 

Barwick, G Brookes Evans, IA Byrne, RBC Cohen, PI 

Davidson, SL Dunn, BJ McFadyen, AJ Shumack, JRR 

Simpson, DF Tilbury, GC Watt, MC Westerman 1969 DT 

Golland, JM Rendle, IL Noakes 

 

1970 CC Bunce  JD Maitland 1971 JCH Simpson 1973 S 

Bowes, RFS Job, KJ Keith, IR McAtamney, PJ McDonald, RJ 

Powell, ESG Sergeant, PJ Woodward 1974 RM Bills, DC 

Ludowici, D Shaddock 1975 EGW Crouch, DA Kenyon, MA 

Kirkby, PA McClymont, MC Scholz, JE Sexton, RI Wonders 

1976 GP Brodie, MP Duly, PD Stewart, DJ Wallis 1977 AJ 

Abrahams, PWB Brisbane,G Davis, D Grant, JJ Phelps, BE 

Russ, JJ Sparksman 1978 AI McKibbin  MJ Quigley 1979 GL 

Smith 

 

1980 HR Capper, PH Gavel  CS Peake, RB Warren, RC 

Wilson 1981 MA Hope, AS Johnson CA Smith 1982 AL 

Biddulph, AM Chadban, A Henskens, MI Keir, CW Taylor, T 

Van Veen 1983 PA Kemp, S.Hobson, AR Martin, JM Patey, 

JD Sergeant, Taylor M, FR Woollard 1984 IG Cox, AL Gall, 

IB Irving, CR McCrabb, HMH Morrow, DA Nicol, SL Niven, 

MD Thomas 1985 JS Harris, AE Jerogin 1986 DC Andrews, 

RTH Bootle, DB Carraro, PP King, AJ Mufford, PW Russell, 

DH Simmons, AJ Taylor  1987 AW Bennett, LC Blackmore, 

SA Reid  1988 MP Gerard, AM Junge  AP Wines 1989 IR 

Simpson 

 

 

 
Mark Carter and Dave Scammell (1993 frs) 

 

 

http://www.standrewscollegealumni.org.au/
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1990 AC Casselden JK Neale 1991 PHCW Cowdery, AI 

Huckel, JP Pinto, SC Raymond, ARM Webb 1993 BGW 

Bucknell, MH Carter, MJ Edler, JA Fagan, TQ Lim, AW Rose, 

JM Vujcic 1994 MS Posener 1996 JB Blakeney, LE 

O‟Donnell, RE Turnbull 1997 CS Brown, RA Eassie, BR 

Wheaton, GS Kidd, TH Wilcox 1998 WA Main BJ McAlister 

1999 AER Brownlie 2000 TB Bryant 2001 TM Newsome 

Misc. Senator Michael Townley. 

 

2009 Society Scholarship Recipients 
 

The Society awarded $12,500 for five scholarships 

in 2009.  These are awarded amongst other things 

“for contribution to the life of the College”.  For this 

reason, for many years the Senior Student has 

invariably been a recipient.  However, as a result of 

representations made by the Society to the Council, 

the Council has now agreed to fund a scholarship 

each year to the Senior Student.  The Society this 

year awarded the Scholarships based on 

recommendation from the Senior Student, other 

executive members and the Principal to five 

recipients described below: 

 

Dom Readon as treasurer has worked tirelessly for 

the Students Club. Dom has been a member of the 

Rawson Rowing Team for the last two years and last 

year was Captain of Boats, winning one of the most 

competitive Rawson Rowing races. In addition to 

this role, in 2008 he was also the Social and Cultural 

representative for St Andrews, a role that was both 

demanding of his time and fundamental to the social 

fabric of the college. He convened the Drewtopia 

informal in 2008, the labour dedicated to which, and 

the fruits of that labour, have been unprecedented at 

Andrews in recent times. Dom has been the driving 

force behind Tickled Pink, a large scale charity 

concert for breast cancer in collaboration with 

Concert For The Cure, which will be held at St 

Andrews later this semester. Dom has also 

participated in athletics and Dramsoc during his 

three years at college. He gets on well with 

everyone, and has always put the college first. Dom 

works hard in his sport, university studies, as well as 

his House Committee duties. 

 

William Morris  has spent the past three years at 

Drew‟s working consistently for the Students‟ Club.  

 

The more formal roles that William has undertaken 

are Interim fresher representative and Buffet 

coordinator. Will is currently on the Cellar sub 

committee as the Financial Manager and has worked 

tirelessly and passionately in this role. He worked 

incredible hours in his holidays to ensure the JCR 

painting was completed on time, and has been the 

key member in developing the JCR and Highlander 

renovations and furnishings. He is known as a hard 

working Andrewsman and a friend to all here. 

William has participated in swimming throughout 

his three years at college and remains a proud and 

active supporter of every aspect of college life.  

 

Carina Lee has been a valuable member of the 

Rosebowl swimming and tennis teams, and last year 

she was secretary of Rosebowl swimming and was 

on the sub committee for Tennis. In addition to this, 

Carina was the secretary of the Barbeque sub 

committee and assisted with the organisation of the 

2008 formal, Highlanders and various other Social 

Events. Carina was also the Co-Conference director 

of the 2009 National Association of Australian 

University Colleges Conference. This year, as 

Intercol Rep, Carina has been working tirelessly to 

arrange the sporting and social calendar and the 

successes of both the House Committee and 

Students' Club owe a lot to her efforts.  

 

Molly Clayton  is a passionate Andrewswoman and 

a leader within the Students' Club. Molly has been 

an active participant in a vast array of college 

activities. She was involved in the Formal, 

Barbeque, Netball and Athletics sub committees in 

2008 and has represented Andrews in athletics, 

netball and girls soccer in her three years at College, 

not to mention in a musical capacity as a member of 

the choir and stage band. She has been elected as a 

2008 Social and Cultural Representative, a position 

that she has been working tirelessly over since being 

nominated in November of last year.  

 
Kai Scott is a high achiever with talents extending 
across all fields of college life. In his time at 
Andrews, Kai has competed in Rawson Cricket, 
Soccer and Athletics whilst trying out for every 
sport available. Kai is an embodiment of college 
spirit and exuded this quality in his role as cricket 
secretary in 2008. Indeed his spirit and passion for 
Andrews has continued this year as Intercol 
representative, and his contribution to the students 
'club and House Committee in this capacity has been 
truly impressive. His unrivalled enthusiasm for 
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College sport and all aspects of College life have 
made Kai a most valued member of the Students' 
Club and House Committee.  
 

Alumni Society Financial Report 
 
Audited financial reports will be  available for 

inspection by financial members of the Society at 

the Annual General Meeting.   
 

David Anstice - University Fellowship 
 

David Anstice (fr 1966) has been appointed as 

an Honorary Fellow of the University of Sydney 

 

After completing a Bachelor of Economics in 1970, 

David joined one of the world‟s largest 

pharmaceutical companies, Merck, and stayed with 

them till his retirement in 2008.  

 

He had reported to Merck's CEO, in various 

assignments, including President, The Americas; 

President, Asia Pacific; and President, Japan, since 

1994.  

 

 

 

 David is currently Chairman and President of the 

University of Sydney US Foundation. He 

is presently contributing his extensive experience 

and expertise of US and Australian relations as a 

Board of Directors member and Chair for the 

Advisory Committee on Innovation for the US 

Studies Centre at the University.  

  

David has been a very generous contributor to both 

the College and the University of Sydney and has 

been described as a true philanthropist 

 

He is also a member of the Board of Managers of the 

Morris Arboretum of the University of 

Pennsylvania, and the Board of the Foundation of 

the University of the Valley of Guatemala. 

 

He is presently residing in Montgomery County, 

Pennsylvania, with his wife, Ana-Maria Zaugg. 

 
Walkabout Report - 2009 
 

Reports from this year's include a group of three 

freshers that after flying Qantaslink with vaseline 

smeared sunglasses were dropped on the beach of 

Lord Howe island on a Tuesday night with only 

a treasure map and their clothes, swimmers and 

laptops scattered around the island and marked on 

the map for them to find. 

 

They strolled around in their leopard-skin outfits on 

Wednesday, managed to raise some cash and get in 

the local paper, also managed to get a talking to 

from the local cop. 

 

After sleeping outdoors on Wednesday night they 

spent the next day swimming with fish (and sharks) 

and chilling on the beach.  

 

By Thursday night they were starring on Triple J, 

which tunes in to Lord Howe Radio.  

 

After almost landing a ride on a private jet to Tweed 

Heads they managed to get on the return trip to Port 

Macquarie with a guy who had been dropping off 

cargo Friday.  

 

The back up plan was the Island Trader, a boat 

which takes 3 days to get back to Yamba. After 

Friday night in Port Macquarie they hitch hiked to 

Gosford, train to Sydney, Bus to college by 6:45pm 

Saturday. 

 
Senior Student’s Report 
Sean Hubert, Senior Student 2009 
 

2009 has been a year of new developments and 

experiences for St Andrew‟s College.  

 

From a renovated JCR to hosting a national college 

conference, the members of the Student‟s Club have 

had a myriad of activities to throw themselves into.  
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We have also been very successful, once again, in 

the Rawson, Rose Bowl and Palladian Cups. 

 

The Rose Bowl campaign has been a highlight 

throughout the year, as the women of St Andrew‟s 

won the swimming, netball, tennis, basketball and 

athletics, and came second in the rowing, softball 

and hockey.  

 

The swimming was an amazing effort, with the 

women winning every single race, and coming 

second as well in many others. Tennis and netball 

were also won in a „whitewash‟ style.  

 

Congratulations to all of the women who 

participated in all the sports. The festival of 

celebrations planned duly recognises the effort in 

winning the Rose Bowl.   

 

 

 
 

 

Unfortunately the Rawson Cup has eluded us once 

again. A disappointing result in a number of sports 

put us on the back foot and made victory very 

difficult. Finishing third is definitely not a reflection 

of the effort that the men put in. All the sports were 

played with great intensity and feeling.  

 

 It has been great to see a large number of freshers 

being heavily involved in all the sports. St Andrew‟s 

may have a very successful few years ahead if we 

see the same level of enthusiasm, support and skill 

in next year‟s intake.   

 

St Andrew‟s was also victorious in the Palladian cup 

again. There were some truly commanding 

performances, especially in the vocal section. The 

level of support shown at all the events should also 

be recognised, as it was more than the other colleges 

combined. Congratulations to all performers. 

 

The Students‟ Club has been heavily involved in 

contributing to the development of the JCR this year. 

The Highlander bar has had an upgrade with beer 

taps being re-installed and a wall mounted TV hung 

behind the bar. The JCR has had a face lift with a 

new ceiling, lighting and a fresh coat of paint. A 

lounge area has been developed at the RPA end of 

the room, separated from the main body by timber 

and glass doors.  

 

I would like to thank the students who were involved 

in these developments, and especially William 

Morris who has organised almost all of the 

improvements. 

 

The College hosted about 40 members of Emmanuel 

College for a netball and rugby sports tour. St 

Andrew‟s won the Merrington Shields for both 

sports. The shields are named after a St Andrew‟s 

Old Boy, Ernest Northcote Merrington, who was the 

founding chairman of Emmanuel College. This tour 

will hopefully become an annual event, with St 

Andrew‟s travelling to Emmanuel next year. It is a 

great opportunity to share our own experiences and 

appreciate others. 

 

The College was also host to the National 

Association of Australian University Colleges 

Conference. A working party of 20 Students‟ Club 

members remained at college in the winter break to 

help facilitate the week long conference.  

 

St Andrew‟s made it the largest and most successful 

conference the organisation has seen.  
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All the delegates were amazed at, and I‟m sure 

jealous, of the facilities and lifestyle that a member 

of the St Andrew‟s College Students‟ Club gets to 

experience.  

 

This year as part of the heavy social calendar, the 

Students‟ Club participated in hosting a charity 

concert called „Tickled Pink‟.  

 

The concert was a great success and helped to 

support the Breast Cancer Foundation. Other great 

events included both informals with over one 

thousand people attending Drewtopia, and a number 

of „jam nights‟ at the Highlander have also been 

very popular.  

 

 

 
 

 

The Highlander bar has been in use throughout the 

year, taking advantage of the full liquor licence. 

Students have been gathering in the JCR for a beer 

before and after formal dinners or to share a bottle of 

wine over the meal. 

 

The year has been a great success for St Andrew‟s 

and the Students‟ Club. I would like to thank the 

members of the House Committee for their endless 

commitment and enthusiasm to running the 

Students‟ Club. They have helped develop a very 

exciting feel in the College. 

I would also like to thank the Alumni Society for 

their help, counsel and contributions to the Students‟ 

Club throughout the year. 

2009 Rawson Cup Results 

 

St Pauls  24 

Wesley  15 

St Andrew‟s  12 

St John‟s  3 

 

St Paul‟s have now won for five consecutive years. 

 

2009 Rose Bowl Results 
 

St Andrew‟s  43 

Wesley  35 

Womens  25 

St John‟s  9 

Sancta Sophia  1 

 

NB: These points for both the Rawson Cup and the 

Rose Bowl do not include the Athletics points.  

 

There are still some field events to be completed as 

the event was washed out. 

 
Sir John Halse Rogers Lecture  
 

 
 

On 14 August 2009, Mr Nicholas Cowdrey, the 

longstanding and respected NSW Director of Public 

Prosecutions, and father of alumni Phil Cowdrey, 

gave the Sir John Halse Rogers lecture in the 

refurbished College Chapel on the topic of "Does 

Australia need a Bill of Rights? 

 

Sir John Halse Rogers was a former Judge of the 

Supreme Court of New South Wales and alumnus of 

the College.  
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 Several family members of Justice Rogers attended 

the lecture; several of whom travelled from overseas 

to attend.   

 

Mr Cowdrey made a strong argument for the 

introduction of a charter of rights to a capacity 

crowd; his case for which was interrupted only by 

the ringing of the dinner bell outside the windows of 

the chapel followed by a cry of freshers which 

carried loudly to the chapel……on which the 

unbidden thought arose to at least one listener that 

perhaps the substance of Mr Cowdrey's analysis 

could be tested by taking  his case to a logical 

extremity.  

 

If you suppose a charter of rights applied to 

everyone, it must then also apply to freshers and at 

that point the argument for a universal charter or bill 

of rights irretrievably breaks down. 
 

James Gribble & The Puffin Magic 
Foundation 
 

On 1 November 2008 James Gribble (fr 97) had a 

freak accident while travelling in Africa after 

concluding a seven-year stint working in the U.K. It 

resulted in severe spinal damage, leaving him a 

quadriplegic.  

 

The accident happened when James was on an island 

on the Zambezi River in Zambia preparing to go 

fishing later that day. Following a morning run 

James fainted while sitting on a stool, falling 

backwards and landing on his head on hard sand.  

 

The result was catastrophic. James broke his C4 and 

C5 vertebrae and suffered severe bruising to his 

spinal cord.  

 

James was left with voluntary movement only above 

his shoulder.  Due to the remoteness and 

inaccessibility of the location, it was 30 hours before 

James reached fully qualified medical care.  This 

delay worsened his condition by causing fluid to 

collect in his lungs, leading to respiratory and other 

complications. 

 

James was airlifted to hospital in Johannesburg. 

After five weeks in intensive care he was considered 

stable enough to fly back to Australia.  

 

James spent a short time in the Royal North Shore 

Hospital Spinal Unit before being transferred to the 

Moorong Unit of the Royal Rehabilitation Centre in 

Ryde, Sydney for intensive rehabilitation.  After 6 

months James transferred to his family home that 

has been modified to accommodate James‟ 

wheelchair and his treatment requirements. 

 

James‟ has been receiving intensive treatment 

constantly since returning to Australia pausing his 

full-time rehabilitation schedule only when he 

suffered an illness or medical setback along the way. 

 

 

 
 

The focus of James' treatment is intensive 

physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, massage and 

stretching, in the hope of restoring as much 

neurological and mechanical function as possible. 

His rehabilitation program continues and James and 

his family are looking closely at where the treatment 

facilities are around the world that may give him the 

best shot at a full recovery.  

 

James‟ condition is classified by his medical team as 

incomplete quadriplegia.  

 

This means that, while James has movement in some 

parts of his body, the prognosis at present is that he 

will not regain full use of his body function. 
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Through sheer determination and tireless hard work 

on the part of James and his family, James has 

already made significant improvements in 

functionality and sensitivity. His attitude and 

dedication are inspirational and he has become a 

beacon to others around him embarking upon a 

similar journey. He has made outstanding progress 

to date much to the surprise of his medial team. 

 

Those who have had any involvement with James at 

College will know what an incredibly inspiring, fun 

and positive person he is.  James was an enthusiastic 

contributor to College over his three years in 

residency from 1997-1999. A skilled sportsman he 

represented College in Rawson cup basketball and 

soccer.  Perhaps best know for his domination of 

College golf, 5pm tip football and the annual fishing 

trip. 

 

A trust has been established with the goal of 

supporting James throughout his rehabilitation.  

Though the cost of rehabilitation is subsidised by the 

government to a limited extent, there remains a 

substantial cost for treatment and rehabilitation 

equipment.  As James was living in the U.K. prior to 

his accident, he was not covered by private health 

insurance.  The trust, the Puffin Magic Foundation 

(PMF), was founded earlier this year and also served 

a source of updates on James‟ progress. 

 

The PMF objective is to fund rehabilitation services 

and equipment, and home modifications not covered 

by existing support measures. There is also the need 

to provide James with ongoing medical and carer 

support. The PMF hopes that over and above 

providing the services and equipment needed 

immediately, it will be able to set aside a fund to 

generate income for James‟ ongoing rehabilitation 

and care. 

 

To read more about James‟ progress or to make a tax 

deductible donation to support him through the 

Foundation go to www.puffinmagic.org.au 

 
New Grand Piano 
 

In 2008 St Andrew‟s College took delivery of a 

newly commissioned grand piano from Overs Pianos 

in Concord, NSW. The piano‟s new form of action, 

designed by Ron Overs, has attracted interest in 

Australia and overseas comparable to the excitement 

generated by the Stuart pianos made in Newcastle.  

The College instrument is housed in a Kawai case, 

using a Kawai keyboard.  
 

 

 
At a Gala Concert held in the College Chapel in 

March 2008, distinguished pianist and head of the 

Keyboard division at the Sydney Conservatorium of 

Music, Gerard Willems, gave a wonderful 

demonstration of the piano‟s superb sound with a 

stirring rendition of Beethoven‟s Tempest Sonata.  

 
In Memoriam 
 

fr 1929 Olaf McClune Spence 

fr 1932 Alexander Keith Hannay 

fr 1943 John Nugent Hanks 

fr 1945 Donald Allan McLean 

fr 1946 Boyd Stanley Johnson 

fr 1951 Alan William Blake 

fr 1960 Noel Brougham Docker 

 
Obituary - Boyd Stanley Johnson  
 

Boyd died on 30 March 2009 aged 85 after a long 

battle with cancer.  

 

He said he spent some of his happiest years at 

College after two years of hell as a rear gunner on 

bombing raids over Germany in World War II. Boyd 

kept in contact with several of his college friends 

throughout his life.  

 

http://www.puffinmagic.org.au/
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One of the highlights of Boyd‟s time at College was 

participating in “Egg Night”, leading to the removal 

of the then Principal. 

 

Boyd took a keen interest in the development of the 

College‟s new wing, helping to organize a fund 

raising dinner for alumni in Newcastle.  

 

He delighted in saying the “Robbie Burns” grace at 

the Alumni Society dinner in 2006, his 60th 

anniversary year while immensely enjoying the 

evening. 

 

Boyd is survived by his wife Helen, daughter 

Anabelle, son Andrew (fr 1981) and 3 

grandchildren. 

 
(Thanks to Andrew Johnson for this note) 

 
Here & There 
Reverend Dr James Rigney (fr 1978) has been 

appointed as Dean of Newcastle and Rector of the 

Christ Church Cathedral Parish. Dr Rigney returns 

to Australia with his family after a stint as Chaplain 

and Director of Studies in Theology at Magdalene 

College in the University of Cambridge. Robert 

Hooke (fr 1984) has taken up the role of Director of 

Human Resources for Patrick Container Terminals. 

Adam Casselden was married in January 2009 to 

the lovely Iona.  Mike Posener (fr 1994) is living in 

London working with Macquarie Capital.  Getting to 

travel around a bit on deals in Ireland, Portugal and 

Sweden. He reports that family life is good,  now up 

to 2 kids (4 year old Brendan and 1 year old Arani). 

Peter Nikandrow (fr 1994) is General Manager of 

Access Testing and living in tiger town Leichhardt 

with wife Nicole and two boys Samuel (Drought the 

2nd) and Oliver (Drought the 3rd). Dan Hough's (fr 

1995) aspirations to be upgraded to burger flipper at 

McDonalds didn‟t eventuate, forcing him to enter 

into the world of private equity – mostly focussed on 

emerging markets. We have two central and eastern 

European development property funds and are 

currently raising money for an African Agricultural 

fund. I‟m involved on both these fronts.  On the 

personal front, the kid from Kempsey High is 

playing a lot of polo with the blue bloods of 

England, which is great (and quite funny when you 

think about it!). I‟ve teamed up with one Gavin Kidd 

(ex Orange High fame) to try and bring polo back to 

the people and make it as grass roots as stair diving 

and tippppp tip tip tip! We form the nucleus of the 

Wandering Barbarians Polo Team.   

 

 
Australia wins the Lawyer's Cricket World Cup at 

The Oval on 4 August 2009 (Alex Martin front and 

centre, with glasses and batting gloves, Jamie 

Motum back row, arms folded, black wristwatch) 

Gavin Kidd  (fr 1995) landed in London last 

October after a 6 month sabbatical living the dream 

in Buenos Aires. Would have loved to have stayed 

longer but with the global financial market in 

meltdown I thought it would be wise to get back to 

reality and lock down a job. Just when I thought I 

was going to back labouring for Tip Talk I got an 

offer from a London based hedge fund called 

BlueCrest Capital Management. I work for 

BlueTrend which is a 7bn USD trend following 

systematic futures fund. So life is good… all settled 

into the old dart with my little darling Jodie and 

spending my leisurely hours tarting it up on the polo 

field with Huffinho and lurking about Europe. 

Andrew Bilski  (fr 2002) will be studying the 

Masters of Environmental Change and Management 

at Oxford University funded by a Rotary 

Ambassadorial Scholarship. Camilla Whittington  

(fr 2003) has been awarded a Fulbright fellowship to 

spend one year in the US at the Washington 

University Genome Sequencing Centre studying the 

genetic components of platypus venom.  

 

Editorôs Note 

If you have any letters or contributions for next 

year‟s newsletter, please contact the Editor on the 

email address below.  
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