
Ladies and gentlemen, you’re very welcome here today, to this ground breaking ceremony, the first 
formal event in the life of the Thyne Reid link building project;  

This building is the first new building of the Harper Master Plan, and the first of three events 
planned: 

 Ground breaking – this traditional ceremonial commencement  

 Laying of foundation stone – soon after we’re out of the ground next year 

 Opening – soon after occupancy, when there’ll be the chance for us all to inspect the 
building in operation 

Fitting that today’s ceremony is held here at Main forecourt – referencing College history to mark 
these moments. It was here that the College first broke ground in 1874, laying a foundation stone 
later that year, and opening the Main building in July 1876. 

Ground breaking is a beginning – but not for those who’ve been working behind the scenes for 
literally years, and we’ll hear from Major Works Committee chair Campbell Hanan shortly 

Chair of Council Charlie Taylor will say a few words about Council’s vision for the project, and then 
lead us down to the site 

College Chaplain Gareth Clayton will deliver a prayer of dedication 

And then Charlie and Senior Student Susannah Cooke in hard hats and hi-viz, and in the Andrew’s 
tradition of students and Council working together – will break the ground. 

Today also marks the launch of The Campaign for St Andrew’s.  The Campaign is built around two 
goals: 

- Expanding residential capacity through the development of the Thyne Reid Link Building; 
and  

- Increasing the financial support available to students so that we can continue to provide 
scholarships and bursaries. 
These twin goals will allow more students of merit to join our community. 

I want to acknowledge the presence today of members of the College Foundation, and particularly 
the Chair Niall Cairns, for their generous support in helping us to make this project financially viable.  

Welcome also to members of the broader College community here today, and especially those 
Alumni whose fond remembrance of their time in College continues to nourish this enduring 
community of ours. 

When the building comes on-line in February 2020, an additional 85 new residents will join our 
community, expanding our total numbers to 400, in the largest single expansion in the College’s 
history. They and returning students will enjoy world-class facilities, including a blend of studio and 
shared-apartment living, state-of-the-art gymnasium, teaching and learning, and music rehearsal 
spaces, together with additional common room and gathering spaces to add to the social 
opportunities available for this vibrant community. 



Over the past 3 years we have raised over $3M towards these two initiatives thanks to a number of 
generous benefactors and donors, some of whom are here today. Thank you for your support.  

However, there is a way to go yet. Every dollar we raise through this generous philanthropy is a 
dollar we don’t have to borrow. 

We are currently seeking major gifts in this initial phase of our fundraising appeal. 

We will need to raise a number of meaningful, substantial and transformational gifts in order to 
realise our vision. 

If you are interested in finding out how you can support the Campaign to Enable Access to 
Andrew’s, you can speak to our Director of Advancement, Hannah Atwell, who is here today, or later 
by contacting her at the College. 

Welcome also to my colleagues from the Sydney colleges, to representatives of the University of 
Sydney, and a special welcome to two former Principals – Bill Porges and Hugh Cairns – who’ve 
joined us today. 

I want to acknowledge and thank some other people here today.  

 Council – approving a building empathetic to its setting along Carillon Ave, continuing the 
strength, style and presence of Vaucluse and the Hanks building; yet absolutely contemporary in 
standard and style inside, to give us a classically Androvian practical solution, which is generous in 
scale but not fussy or wasteful; which continues our objective of linking up our satellite buildings, 
and which is so much more than a dormitory, as the College itself is so much more than a collection 
of mere beds on campus. This will become a hub of student life in Andrew’s, and allow us to devolve 
some high use facilities away from Main building, to where the students live. 

 To our friends at Spectrum Partners, who have been with us from the beginning of the 
Master Plan, and who have guided us with outstanding professional expertise and who have come to 
understand the peculiarities – and strengths – of St Andrew’s, and importantly shared our 
commitment to quality in this project, we say welcome and thanks. 

 Our construction partners, Buildcorp, are represented today by Jordan Sukkar, Mike Watson 
and their senior staff, together with a number of the consultants. We’re grateful that they’ve 
handed over a small part of the site for this special ceremony. They’ve been with us for some time 
already, in early contract work and in the refurbishment of the Reid building, and I’m delighted that 
they are sharing this exciting journey with us. It’s also good that they’ve come to us now having had 
a practice run at St Paul’s. 

 Thanks to current residents, staff and College Officers, for your forbearance in anticipation 
of some disruption over the next 15-16 months, but with the promise of an outstanding world-class 
facility ready for the 2020 academic year. 

The ground breaking is the beginning, the birth of a new project, but there’s been an enormous 
amount of work that’s gone into this birth and Council’s Major Works Committee has led this 
massive project in every way. Please welcome the Chair of that committee, Campbell Hanan. 


